CHAPTER XVII
The Ukraine and the Western Border Lands
The Ukraine
THE Ukraine occupies a large and important section of the
East European Plain, which continues farther to the south
and south-east in the Crimea and North Caucasus. It is one
of the most densely populated regions of the Soviet Union,
being favoured by a relatively mild climate, fertile black soils,
and great mineral wealth. The climate of the Eastern
Ukraine is markedly more continental than that of the west.
The winter is colder, the summer hotter, and precipitation
lighter. In the west the spring comes earlier and the autumn
is longer and warmer. Rain falls chiefly in spring and early
slimmer, a distribution which is favourable to agriculture,
especially the ripening and harvesting of grain. In the drier
eastern lands on the left bank of the Dnieper thunderstorms
and heavy downpours of rain are common.
Precipitation decreases from north-west to south-east, and
this is reflected in the change in the character of the natural
vegetation from forest to wooded steppe and finally to true
step*pe. Everywhere, except in the extreme south, the sides
of the valleys are wooded, and in depressions, where the
ground water lies nearer the surface, as well as by the sides
of streams, poplars, willows, alders, and osiers grow. Most
of the steppe land is now under the plough.
The natural regions of the Ukraine, described below, are
shown in Figs. 55 (a) and (b).
The northern forested, or "Polyessie," region includes a
section of the great Polyessie Lowland of Byelorussia and the
Western Region (see p. 516). It consists of very level plains
in which bogs and marshes, sandy and podsolized soils,
predominate. The climate is wet, and the natural vegetation
is a mixture of coniferous and deciduous trees. Agriculture
is mainly concerned with the breeding of dairy cattle on a